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RECENT THEOLOGICAL LITERATURE 



RECENT BOOKS ON THE QUESTION OF JESUS' EXISTENCE 

The question of whether Jesus ever lived continues to attract atten- 
tion. Drews's Chrishismythe, which answers this question negatively, 
has recently been rendered into English; 1 and W. B. Smith, whose Der 
vorchristliche Jesus (1906) denied Jesus' historicity, now presents further 
arguments in support of his position. 2 Clemen 3 and Troeltsch, 4 who hold 
to Jesus' historical personality, discuss some important phases of the 
problem. 

Drews's conclusions have already been examined at some length in 
these pages. 5 English readers will appreciate the convenience of 
having this book in a translation. While the views set forth in 
the book may not appeal to a wide circle of readers, the author 
is unquestionably at present the foremost champion of this skeptical 
movement which has attracted so much notice within the last year or 
two, particularly in Germany. He has recently issued a second volume 
in German, reiterating his conclusions and defending his position against 
opponents, but this later work does not supersede the earlier book from 
which the English translation has been made. Here we have a clear 
presentation of the strongest arguments that are nowadays urged against 
the reliability of the Christian tradition about Jesus, and also a construct- 
ive statement of the true origin of Christianity as interpreted by these 
critics. Their fundamental contention is that primitive Christianity 
drew its initial inspiration not from Jesus as a unique human personality, 
as modern critical theology maintains, but from the worship of a Jesus- 
Savior-God who was gradually given a concrete yet fictitious human form 
by the early interpreters of the new religion. 

1 The Christ Myth. By Arthur Drews. Chicago: Open Court, 191 1. 304 pages. 
$2.23. 

a Ecce Deus: Die urchristliche Lekre des reingbttlichen Jesu. Von William Ben- 
jamin Smith. Jena: Diederichs, 1011. xvi+316 pages. M. 6.50. 

3 Der geschichtliche Jesus: Eine allgemeinverstandliche Untersuchung der Frage: 
hat Jesus gelebt, und was wottte er? Von Carl Clemen. Giessen: Topelmann, 191 1. 
120 pages. 

■* Die Bedeutung der Geschichtlichkeit Jesu fiir den Glauben. Von Ernst Troeltsch. 
Tubingen: Mohr, 1911. 51 pages. M. 1. 

s American Journal of Theology, January, 1911, pp. 24 ff. 
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W. B. Smith, in the first part of his work, tries to show, as the sub- 
title of his book suggests, that the most primitive thought about Jesus 
was reverence for him as a god, and that this would have been an impos- 
sibility had he actually lived a human life. The keynote of this early 
religion was, therefore, the elevation of monotheism — reverence for the 
Jesus-deity — in opposition to current polytheism. But how did these 
early worshipers of Jesus, whom Smith regards as strict monotheists, 
dispose of God himself? He can hardly be dispensed with entirely, 
for worship of him as a person distinct from the person of Jesus is per- 
vasive in early Christian tradition. Smith would avoid this dilemma by 
saying that the Christians thought of Jesus as irgendwie eins mit der 
Gottheit. But the "irgendwie" needs minuter definition. And when he 
claims that the representation of Jesus given in Mark is more godlike 
and less purely human than that given in the Fourth Gospel, he is surely 
looking through glasses that not many of us can hope to be permitted 
to wear. The other main topics of his discussion are "the negative evi- 
dence of the New Testament," SchmiedePs "foundation-pillars," "the 
silence of Josephus and Tacitus." The whole New Testament literature 
as here interpreted turns out to be evidence against Jesus' existence as 
a historical person; Schmiedel's "pillars," which are constructed from 
the oldest New Testament evidence, are consequently "gestiirzt"; 
and the references to Jesus in Josephus and Tacitus are spurious. 

Clemen, in fourteen popular lectures delivered before the combined 
faculties of Bonn University, makes a critical survey of these radical 
views, examines and restates the evidence for believing in Jesus' existence, 
depicts in outline the things for which Jesus stood, and remarks upon 
Jesus' abiding significance for religion. Clemen holds that it is 
impossible to account for the rise of Christianity without the supposition 
of a personal founder. While recognizing the importance of the activity 
of ideas — a point of which the extremists make so much — Clemen con- 
tends that Christianity embodied distinct elements which point to the 
creative activity of an individual founder. For example, the Chris- 
tian conception of God — his nearness, the nearness of his kingdom, and 
his love, are ideas which the contemporary world could not have supplied. 
They are Jesus' own contribution. The sources of information for 
our knowledge of Jesus are estimated from the standpoint of the modern 
critical school, and the career and teaching of Jesus are interpreted 
accordingly. Finally we are told that Jesus is not merely the great 
historical founder of Christianity who no longer has significance for us, 
but a mighty personality whose influence still is experienced by his 
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followers. Clemen's popular survey of this whole question is one of the 
best that has come to our notice. 

Troeltsch's brochure consists of a lecture delivered at the Swiss 
Christian students' conference in Aarau, and so is brief and popular. He 
pronounces the doubt about Jesus' existence to be a "foolish question" 
and a "monstrosity." He is more concerned with the question of how 
belief in the historicity of Jesus stands related to faith today. He 
finds Jesus chiefly significant as a noble human personality whose teach- 
ing was of a fundamentally religio-ethical character. Jesus' worth is 
practical rather than dogmatic in type ; he answers the need which the 
religious community feels for a support, a center, and a symbol of its 
religious life. 

Shirley Jackson Case 

The University as Chicago 



JOHANNES WEISS'S COMMENTARY ON I CORINTHIANS 

The ninth edition of the Meyer Commentary on I Corinthians 1 
is not a mere revision but a new book by an independent scholar. The 
work so long in the hands of G. Heinrici has now been intrusted to 
Johannes Weiss. The result is a masterful study full of helpful sug- 
gestions. Most striking in the commentary is the author's theory that 
the epistle is a compilation. "I hope," Weiss says in his preface, "to 
have placed my ideas on this in the background and not thereby to have 
neglected weightier exegetical-historical tasks." This theory, never- 
theless, is characteristic of the author's exegetical method. He empha- 
sizes that our manuscripts do not take us back to original copies of Paul's 
letters but to copies of a church collection. We have evidence of four 
letters which the oldest collector should have found in the Corinthian 
church archives; and it is hardly probable, Weiss affirms, that these 
much used rolls all remained in good order and condition. It is still 
less likely that two of the rolls should have disappeared and the other 
two be perfectly preserved. 

Here then is the key by which our author explains many of the diffi- 
culties that I Corinthians presents. He has a sharp eye for discrep- 
ancies and little patience with any attempt to harmonize them. He is 
easily disturbed by differences of mood and difficult transitions. The 

1 Kritisch-exegetischer Kommentar iiber das Netie Testament. Begrtindet von Heinr. 
Aug. Wilh. Meyer. 5. Abtheilung, 9. Auflage. Der erste Korintherbrief. VSllig 
neu bearbeitet von D. Johannes Weiss, Professor der Theologie. Gottingen: Vander- 
hoeck & Ruprecht, 1010. xlviii+388 pages. M. 9. 



